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Acacia, Catsclaw (Acacia greggii) The pod is powdered and applied moistened as a poultice for
muscle pain, bruises or sprains.  It also is used for the same purposes as Mesquite.  Gather the
pods when still green and dry the leaves and branches over a paper as the leaves often fall off
while hanging. The longer distal roots, chopped into small segments while moist. The gum is
gathered the same way as mesquite gum and the flowers are dried. The green leaves, stems,
and pods are powdered for tea (standard infusion) or for topical application; the roots are best
used as a cold standard infusion, warmed for drinking and gargling.

  

Pods are used for conjunctivitis in the same manner as mesquite pods and the gum, although
catsclaw is harder to harvest it is used in the same way as mesquite gum. The powdered pods
and leaves make an excellent infused tea (2-4 ounces of the standard infusion every three
hours) for diarrhea and dysentery, as well as a strongly astringent hemostatic and antimicrobial
wash. The straight powder will stop superficial bleeding and can also be dusted into moist,
chafed body folds and dusted on infants for diaper rash. The flowers and leaves as a simple tea
are good anti-inflammatory for the stomach and esophagus in nausea, vomiting, and
hangovers. It is distinctly sedative. The root is thick and mucilaginous as a tea and is good for
sore throat and mouth inflammations as well as dry raspy coughing.
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